
Conducting a Laboratory 

Inspection 



Why Inspect Labs??? 

 
 

• Health and safety check of laboratory facilities 
• Non-punitive  



INSPECTION IN DEMO 

CLASSROOMS 



Demo classroom should at minimum have… 



INSPECTION IN LAB 

CLASSROOM 



 



Eyewash/Showers 

• Ensure easy access to eyewash and emergency 
showers 

• Do not block access 

• Eyewashes should be at the teacher’s demo table of all 
science room 

• Safety shower should be available in the acid room 
 

• Should test eyewashes/safety showers weekly 

• Run/flush for 2-3 minutes 

• FDNY require an annual inspections 

 

 





Fire Extinguishers 

• Mounted and located to exit 

• Do not use as door stops 

• Do not block fire extinguishers 



 



Electrical Safety 

 

• GFCI (ground fault circuit interrupter) protection for 
electrical outlets near (6ft) from water source 

• Maintain plugs, cords, and equipment in good condition  

• Look for cracked cords, bare insulation 

• Do not cascade power strips and extension cords 



 





 



Fume Hoods 

• Hoods are not storage cabinets 

• Temporary storage for experiments is acceptable 

• Excess storage interferes with air flow 

• Any equipment stored in hoods should be elevated to allow 
air to flow properly under equipment 

 



INSPECTION IN  PREP ROOM 



Inspection in the Prep Rooms… 

similar to classroom inspection 
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Housekeeping 

• Gives a general impression of the overall condition of your 
lab 

• Includes benches, hoods, cabinets, sinks, refrigerators and 

freezers 

• Clear aisle 

• No eating in any science space 

• No old, damage, corroded chemical bottles 



 



MOCK PREP/CLASSROOM 

INSPECTION EXCERCISE 
Room 305 in ABC High School 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



INSPECTION IN THE ACID 

STOREROOM 





Inspection starts at the 

door 

 

The door to the acid 

room should be a self-

closing fire rated door. 

Look on the hinge 

side of the door for a 

fire rating label … 



CHEMICAL STORAGE 
Proper Labeling 

Chemical Segregation 

Chemical Storage 

 



Chemical Labeling 

• All containers must be labeled 

• Includes wash bottles, reagent bottles, and other 
chemical containers  
 

• Labels must identify contents 

 

• Should date containers when received and opened 

• Dispose of expired and old chemicals 
 
 

 

 



 

BLUE - Health Hazard - Toxic. Store in secure area. YELLOW - Oxidizer. Store away from 

flammables. 

RED - Flammable and 

combustible. Store separate 

from other chemicals. 

Color Coding 



Chemical Segregation 

• Store chemicals according to hazard class 

• Do not store chemicals by: 

• Alphabetically 

• Carbon number (organic chemicals)  

• Liquids versus solids 

• Small bottles versus large bottles  

• Whatever fits on the shelf 

 



Chemical Storage 

 

• Do not store hazardous liquids above  eye level 

• Especially no acids or bases 

• Other chemicals injurious to the eyes 

• Do not store chemicals on the floor without a secondary 

container 

• Store chemical away from heat 

 



MOCK ACID INSPECTION 

EXCERCISE 
Room 307 in ABC High School 



 



 



 



 



 



Thank you 

Contact UFT Safety and Health 212-598-9287 or 

contact your DR 


