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What is Professional Development? 
 
Learning Forward* defines professional development as “a 
comprehensive, sustained and intensive approach to improving teachers’ 
and principals’ effectiveness in raising student achievement.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

* Learning Forward is an organization dedicated to professional learning, an invaluable 
resource for teams as they work with their school community to develop their professional 
learning plan in order to best meet student needs. 
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Identify Target(s) for 
Educator Learning and 

Development 
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Examine Structures for 
Professional Learning 

Aligned with Target 
Area(s) 
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Design and Implement 
Professional Learning 

and Evaluation 
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